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Mr. Bush’s Broken Government continued . . .  


Since the first read of the Center of Public Integrity’s Broken Government, the level of malfeasance that pervades American government has grown even more appalling to this writer.  The Department of the Interior’s Inspector General (IG) offered this assessment of the Department over the course of the Bush Administration:  “Short of a crime, anything goes at the highest levels of the Department of Interior.”  
The IG evidently had somehow not heard of the propensity of the Denver office for exchanging sex and cocaine for contracts.  As revelations unfolded, that “short of a crime” took on new meaning, and came to depend on whose definition of a crime the Department operated under.  

Politicization of Department of Interior (DOI):  Politically connected individuals and companies/corporations receiving favored treatment is nothing new in Washington, regardless of the blatant detriment American citizens and taxpayers suffer.  The following represents some of the most egregious examples found by the Center for Public Integrity during the Bush Administration.  

· 2002 – Proposed purchase of mineral rights from the powerful Collier family, at one time owner of 1.25 million acres of land in Florida.  Political appointee Anne Klee helped negotiate for the proposed purchase.  The IG’s report noted Klee and Interior Department officials were in “constant conflict” with career agency staff members, all the while providing “incomplete information in order to arrange a tentative sales price of $120 million, plus up to $350 million in tax breaks for sellers,” a deal that eventually fell apart.  Quite a coo in that Interior’s own Minerals Management Service estimated the worth at only $68 million;
· 2004 – Interior Deputy Secretary J. Steven Griles, although cleared of ethics violation charges, pleaded guilty in 2007 to obstructing a congressional investigation and to lying to the U. S. Senate.  Griles received a sentence of ten months in prison which was double the time originally agreed to by prosecutors because the U.S. District Judge in the case said he continued to make excuses about his lies.  Griles admitted to lying about his connections with infamous lobbyist Jack Abramoff to whom he provided “advice and intervention on issues within the DOI;” and
· 2007 – The Northern Marina Islands retained lobbyist Abramoff.  A DOI official who was an overseer of the Northern Marina Islands “received two year’s probation and a fine for failing to report gifts from Abramoff.”  

The year 2007 also brought an IG investigation of deputy assistant secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Julie MacDonald, who even though it was found she violated federal regulations, there was no finding of illegal activities.  MacDonald’s violation included admission of leaking internal documents about endangered species to pro-industry groups (the Chevron Corporation and the conservative Pacific League Foundation).  (Violation of federal regulations is not illegal??)


The IG targeted MacDonald for an investigation after an anonymous complaint was filed that included bullying, insults and harassment of “professional staff at the Fish and Wildlife Service to make them alter their scientific findings to favor developers and industry.”  Fish and Wildlife Director Dale Hall acknowledged to the IG, “A lot of that is true.”  MacDonald resigned in May of 2007.  

Additional problems surfaced regarding the Endangered Species Act in May of 2007.  Scientists inside and outside the DOI testified to Congress that appointed officials “knowingly used flawed science,” and that “official manipulation of Endangered Species Act science had become pervasive.”  Fish and Wildlife personnel now state the agency has “acted to curb the problem,” and can “vouch for the integrity of the process.”  

As follow-up, an additional IG report resulted in a “scientific code of ethics” that was created to ensure that the agency’s actions “are based on science not politics.”  Inquiries also began into the “agency’s delay in putting polar bears on the endangered species list, and cases of eight endangered species that may have been impacted by MacDonald’s influence.”  


A later report issued in December of 2008 noted that “MacDonald’s influence was wider than expected and stated that her heavy-handedness has cast doubt on nearly every Endangered Species Act decision issued during her tenure.”  

Politicization of Department of Interior (DOI):  Perhaps the most repulsive events of the Bush Administration to the American people occurred within the Department of Justice, perceived by the public as one “whose credibility depends on being above ideology and partisanship in enforcement of the law.”  


Not so in the Bush Administration!  Ignored by the Administration was that under law, legal internships, assistant U.S. attorney positions and immigration judgeships “are supposed to be filled without regard to political affiliation.”  


John Ashcroft (Attorney General 2001-2005) began the “array of inappropriate, politically based decisions, some apparently illegal, which included choosing candidates for career appointments on political grounds.”  Alberto Gonzales followed Ashcroft as Attorney General in what can only be described as an on-going fiasco, an all most figure head for Bush/Cheney, who appeared nearly clueless as to the importance of the Department of Justice, or maybe it was simply a matter of being totally overwhelmed.  


Disclosed in a DOJ Inspector General report was that sometime in 2003, interest by the White House escalated through its DOJ liaison and senior counsel to the Attorney General, Monica Gooding.  Candidates for positions previously off limits to political pandering found themselves judged on criteria that “included membership in a conservative legal society, statements on their ‘political philosophy,’ and opinions on hot-button issues like abortion and gay marriage.”  

Then came the infamous, unprecedented dismissals of nine U.S. attorneys that at the time could only be deemed “overtly political,” resulting in replacement of Gonzales.  (His replacement as Attorney General, Michael B. Mukasey appointed a special prosecutor to investigate the dismissals.)  Kyle Sampson, Chief of Staff to Gonzales, came up with the idea for the Bush Administration to “use its power to appoint interim U.S. attorneys for indefinite periods to circumvent the Senate-confirmation process.”  The DOJ Inspector General also found Sampson’s recommended appointee for an interim U.S. attorney position was a former department official who had “hired candidates for positions in the Civil Rights Division based on their credentials as Republicans and conservatives.”  


As follow-up, extensive congressional hearings resulted not only in the resignation of Gonzales but resignation of Sampson, Gooding and several other top Justice officials.  


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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